A SECOND 
PRIMEK OF 
ASSASSINATION 
THEORIES 

Last December we thought 

we had offered you the complete works 

of the assassiruaion buffs. 

The opus grows: 

here are twenty-five new entries 
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jLJL/ rtported In lost Dttembtr's 
Es^uirt, th« Warren Commission's 
crucial Sintle-Eidlel Theory (hereafter, 
the SJ.T .) seemed to he in real trouble. 
This theory posits that President Ken- 
nedy and Coeemor Connolly both 
*rere first hit by the tame bullets 
crucial assumption because the Com- 
mlssitm established that there was not 
enough tune for the murder rifle to be 
fired twice within the interval that both 
men were first hit fJJ seconds or less). 
In short, either the SJJT. stands, or a 
Two-Assassin Theory emerges. 

Trouble first developed for theSJB.T. 
with the publication of previously 
classified FJJ. reports in Edward Joy 
Epstein's loqoest, which flatly contra- 
dicted the Commission's autopsy state- 
ment that the first bullet passed clean 
through Fresident Kennedy and exited 
his throat. The FJJ. reporu instead 
stated that the autopsy showed that 
the bullet in qtustion did not exit from 
the Frtsidenfs throat, a faa which 
would make ft impossible for this bul- 
let to continue on to hit Governor 
Connaily and thus would rule out the 
SJ.T. Next. Ufa magazine enlarged 
Its Smm amateur film of the assassi- 
nation frame by frame, and. an the 
basis of this new evidence, concluded 
that Connolly and Kennedy may In- 
deed have been hit by separate bullets. 
Governor Connolly also viewed the 
Ufa film frame by frame and stated 
categorically that he was hit by a sepa- 
rate bullet. The most unkind cut of all 
came when Governor Connaily called 
a press conference for the express pur- 
pose of defending the Commission, 
then inadvertently mentioned that he 
stiil had a fragment of the ballet in 
his thigh. Alas, that fact alone would 
invalidate the SJ.T. because the bul- 
let that is supposed to have wounded 
both men was found virtuallv intact. 
Finally. Senator Richard Russell, mem- 
ber of the Commission who now claims 
the dubious distinction of having been 
the only member "who bucked the Re- 
port." staled that "from the outset" he 
never realty believed In the SJ.T. 
Then Commisdonef Hale Boggs fid- 
lowed suit during a Face the Netioa 
Interview by expressing his own doubts 
about the faltering SJ.T. But even as 
Commission members began deserting 
the sinking S.B.T„ a number of last- 
ditch theories were proposed by the 
defenders of the Commission. 

1. THE SECOND-THOUGHT 
AUTOPSY REPORT 
P>o»o— ArJen Specter and other 
Commisstoa lawyen. 

ThealK Alien S^ter. a key inveati- 
gator for the C^miasion a^ princi- 
pal author of the S.B.T^ has anempted 
to eaplain the contradiction between 
the F.B.I. Summary Reports and the 
Commission's autopsy report in terms 
of two different eutopsy conchnioot. 

In the one and only autopsy exami- 
nation conducted on the night of the 
aasaasinaiion at Bethesda Hospital, the 
doctors arrived at the ‘'teatalrve” con- 
clusion ihai the bullet which strock 
President Kennedy in the back pene- 
trated only a short distance, then fall 
out through the point of entrance 
when the Dallas docton applied ex- 
ternal heart massage. The ne.tt day. 



however, the etrtopsy doctors found 
out about the ihrut wound (which 
was obscured by the tracheotomy op- 
eration) and diMged their conciuston. 
Of>w deciding that the bullel went com- 
pletely through the neck. This con- 
clnsion was reached without benefit of 
having the corpse before them for 
the autopsy and X-ray photographs). 
Then, according to Spar's theory. 
Commander Humes indnerated his 
original autopsy report in his recrea- 
tion-room fireplace, and drew up a new 
autopsy report suting that the bullet 
exited the President's throat The F.B.1. 
was not shown the new report and re- 
iterated the ok) corclosion In their 
soramary reports. 

Dnwharhi Specter’s theory coniradicu 
The Warren Report's description of 
the autopsy, which he himself wrote in 
1964. In The Warren Report (pp, gg- 
19), Specter states that, during the 
autopsy, docton rejected the possi- 
bility that the buDet peiKtrated only a 
short distance, and that the evidence 
from Dallas of a throat wound "coo- 
finned'' this cooclusioa Thus, whereas 
The Warren Report states that there 
was one and only ooc coocluskm of the 
autopsy reached during the examina- 
tion. the eutopsy concluaioo was 
changed (not confirmed) the next day 
by evidence from Dallas, and thus 
there were two aoiopey coochisions. 
The question remains; Which one of 
these conflicting slatemenU is true? 

2. THE HOOVER-HEGELIAN 
THEORY 

Proponent J. Edgar Hoover. 

Tbesia: Although the F.B.I. Supple- 
mentary Report of January IJ, 1964. 
states that the bullet that struck Presi- 
denl Kennedy in the back penetrated 
"to a dhtanca of less than a fing n y 
length." and the Commission's autopsy 
report states that this same bullet 
passed clean through the neck and 
exiled the throat,). Edgar Hoover finds 
that there is no "conflict” between the 
two staiemcnts of the autopsy, only a 
"difference in the information re- 
ported." Hoover further claims that the 
F.B.L of course knew that the bullel 
passed clean through the President's 
neck It the same time that they re- 
ported the bullet penetrated oilly a 
finger's length into hb back. Since they 
also knew that the Commission knew 
the true contents of the autopsy report, 
there was no reason. Hoover insists, to 
make a falsa stalemanl of the autopsy 
resulu. Moreover he dialectkaOy ex- 
plains that although the F.B.I. report 
flatly staled that the ballet did not peas 
through the Presideot's body, the F.RI. 
itself helpfully pointed to weaknesses 
in its own theory by stating that there 
was a hola in the Presideot’s shirt 
caused by an exiting projectile. 
Drawback: Tliesit plus aolilhesis 
doesn't equal J. Edgar Hoover's syn- 
thesis. Aside from the fact that the 
F.B.L Sopptemenury Reports were 
prepared initially for public release 
and not for the Warren Commieeion. 
a major problem la Hoover’s explana- 
tkm Is that the F.B.1. told The Wash- 
ington Fast on December li. 1963. 
(hat the bole in the shirt was caused 
by a fragment bom the third shot 
which exploded against the Presideni's 
bead (not from the first shot). Therc- 
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fore, the F.B.L repon of the shirt hole 
does not "cteaHy“ indicate that the 
autopty doctor!' early obaervation 
"that the bullet penetrated only a short 
distance info the PresidenI's back 
probably was in error." as Hoover 
poatuialet. 

3. VfEW FROM THE BRIDGE 
THEORY 

rr np ew eni: Lawretica ScMUer. a pho- 
tographer and producer of Capitol 
Records album. The Coturoverty. on 
the aaaaaiinatioa. 

TlMsiBt A number of critics assume that 
7 shots caac from the knoll ^jg|y^a 
I number of witnesaa state (hey taw 
\ smoke coming from the knoll area. 
^ The most celebrated puff-of-smoke 
witness U S. M. HoUand. Schiller 
brought Kollaod back to the exact spot 
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5. M. Hotimnd (shown on the overpmss 
where he stood November 22, I963\ 
sow smoke tmder the tree directly 
ahovt his right thumb. 

where he said he was standing, placed 
a camera level with bis shoulder, 
aioied it at tbe spot where Holland 
said he saw the puff of smoke, and 
snapped a photograph. The photograph 
shows that directly behind and slightly 
higher than tbe spot where Holland 
claims the smoke came from is the 
sUth4Ioor window of the Texas School 
Book Depository. Thus. Schiller sug- 
gests. "Maybe both Holland and the 
Warren Commitsioo arc right: tlie 
shots came from the Book Depository 
but from HollamTi perspective tbe 
imoki snd the report of a gun ap- 
peared to come from the knoll." 
Drawback: Hotlaod. whose depth per- 
ception k normal, was just possibly 
able to distiofuish the knoU. ISO feet 
away, from the Book Depository, 
which was 120 feet beyond that Also, 
Schiller's analysis is destroyed com- 
pletely in view of the fact that wit- 
nesses at other points also thought the 
shou came from the knoll: the police- 
man who ran up it. Abraham Zapruder. 
and otben. 

4 , THE NOBLE LIE THEORY 

PropoaentK Drew Pearson. Henri Nan- 
nen (editor of Der Stem), and Jacob 
Cohen (former iostructor at Brandeit 
summer school and author of firmest 
Verdict). 

Thesk: Drew Pearson quotes Der 
Stem'* explanation that the origtoal 
autopsy report was tuppreamd "on 
the grounds that Presidem Kennedy 
was suffering from Addison's dnease" 
and "his family did not want it known." 



Why? Because "politically Kennedy's 
illness could become dangerous. Addi- 
son's illness— it sounds sinister." Thus, 
according to this theory, tbe Ken- 
oedys withheld the autopsy report snd 
"hid tbe X-rays, even from the War- 
ren Commission" And "tbu would 
also explain the lack of a dale on the 
Warren Commitsioo sutopsy report" 
which was changed "to that h con- 
tained no mention of tbe President’s 
illness," as weD at svhy the autopsy 
surgeon burned the ariginat autopsy 
report ("otherwise hundreds of peo- 
ple would have been faced with lying 
under oath, which would have been 
deplorable"). 

Drawback: Tbe fact that Kennedy had 
Addisoo's disease was in The Warren 
Report (as well as in Sorensen's biog- 
raphy of Kennedy), so why delete it 
from the autopsy report? And the 
Commission film show thal Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy explicitly 
gave his approval to the Commiiaion 
to look at tbe autopsy photographs 
■nd X-rays. 

5. MANCHESTER THEORY 
P rapoB—o WOliam MaiKhester. 
Theaist In hb sometime authorized ac- 
count, author Manchester recognizes 
that there was hardly enough time for 
Oswald to have fired three shots. He 
therefore proposes that only two shots 
were fired: the first bitting Kennedy in 
the bock and then going on to cause 
all of Connolly's wounds, the second 
inflicting Kennedy's fatal head wound. 
According to this theory, Oswald left 
an extra cartridge case at the scene 
[from tbe Walker shooting?] and the 
some hundred witnesses who thought 
they beard three or more shots actu- 
ally beard only two and echoes. 
Drawback: Mme than a hundred wit- 
nesses beard more than two shots, and 
a ntunber of witnesses claim that they 
saw a bullet miia and hit the pave- 
menL Finally, one man, James Tague. 
was wounded by a fragment from a 
bullet. As be was standing 260 feet 
hrom the Presideatls car at the time of 
the head shot, it does not seem IQcely 
that be was wounded by a fragment 
from that bullet. 

Gaining webbh support from the 
preceding sources, the 5.B.T. runs Into 
srtO competition from most of the fot‘ 
lowing theories. 

6. CONNALLrS SMALL- 
DETAIL THEORY 

Prupoacfiti John B. Connolly. Oover- 
nor of Texas. 

Tbeals: Immediately after be single- 
handedly demolished the S.B.T. in 
Life, creating a nationwide outcry to 
reopen investigalioo. Connolly called 
a press conferenoe in Texas. He said 
tlut although he was not hit by the 
same bullet which bit Kennedy, it was 
only a small "detail," and be advised 
everyone to have faith in the Warren 
Commission because they were all 
patriotic men. 

Drawback: None. 

7. RUSSELL LONG THEORY 

Propooent: Senator Russell Lang. 
Thok: The whole contraversy over 
the S.B.T. was made to appear a bit 
irrekvant when Senator Long told the 



A.P. that he didn't doubt Oswald 
played a pan in tbe aaiasii nation. 
"But," be edded. "whoever fired thal 
second shot was a better shot than 
Oswald." 

8. SHOT-THROUGH-THE- 
TREE THEORY 

Prop onaam Akxaoder M. Btckel. 
Husk: Professor Bicket. wndnf in 
Commentary, finds that although the 
S.B.T. is unteoable, tbe sto|te-assasstn 
theory can be rescued by construettog 
an alternate hypothesis to explain tbe 
first two shots. The Commission con- 
cluded that the first shot could not 
have came before the 2l0lh frame 
(photo A) on tbe Zapruder film be- 




cause before that point an oak tree 
blocked tbe aiaatstn’s line of sight. 
Bkkel has found, however, that on 
frames I8S-IB6 on the Zapruder film 
there was a "break" or window in the 
foliage of the tree (photo Bl. Bickel 
thus suggests that Oswald might have 
fired through tbe foliage at this point, 
which would have left sufficient time 
to operate tbe bolt and fire again at 
hame 232 to wound Conoally, then 
fire the fatal head shot at film frame 
313. According to (his theory, the first 
bullet lodged in the Preeident's back 
and was later expelled on his stretcher 
at Parkland Hospiul to Dallas, ac- 
coaming for its pristine condition. Tbe 
second bullet wounded Connolly and 
fragmentized, accounting for tbe two 
fragmetui found in the from seat of 
the Proideotial limousine, and the final 
shot disintegrated when it struck the 
President's bead, sending a mintde 
fiagmem out through the throat and 
accounting for the throet wound. 
Drawback: Although Professor Bick- 
ers theory k certainly a possible altar- 
native to The Warren Report H still 
leaves a few unsolved problems. First 
the opening in the tree gave the asaassin 
a view of the car for no more than a 
tenth of a second. II seems improbable 
that a rifleman could aim. squeeze the 
trigger, and Are off an accurate shot in 



thk brief interval. Second, this theory 
means (hat tbe President was bit in 
frame IS6 but did not react until 
frame 225— a two-second delayed re- 
action. Finally, the theory fails to ac- 
count for the shot (hat went astray and 
hit a bystander (although conceivably 
Oswald had time to fire a fourth shot, 
but then why were only three cartridge 
cases found?). 

9. THE STEROID THEORY 

Proponent: Elkn Leopold. Cambridge. 
Massachusetts. 

Tbesk: President Kennedy may indeed 
have had a iwo-iecond delayed reac- 
tion to tbe first shot "if he was on 
stennds." Not infrequently. Miss Leo- 
pold points out. sufferers of Addison's 
disease are pul on steroids because 
they tend to suppress reactions of tbe 
adrenal glanda. This theory lends un- 
expected sopport to Professor BkkeFs 
Shot-Throu^-The-Tree Theory and 
also to the Early-Hit Theory (which 
posits a shot before the tree, as re- 
ported in Esquire for December, 1966). 
Drawback: The Warren Cammission. 
possibly for reasons pointed out by 
Drew Pearson, never determined 
whether or not Kennedy was on ster- 
oids. Until thk question k settled, tbe 
Steroid Theory vrOl be academic. 

10. RIDDLE-NEWTON 
THEORY 

Proponent: R.AJ. Riddle, member of 
the Brain Research Institute and for- 
mer professor of physics at U.C.L.A. 
Tbesk: Dr. Riddle finds a diKrepancy 
between The Warren Report and New- 
ton's second law of motioo-Le. that 
an object struck by a projectile srill be 
given tbe same direction as that of the 
projectile. Because tbe film of tbe 
assassination shows that the general 
directioa of motion of Kennedy k 
backward and to the kft (vir Vincent 
Salondria's "Head Movement Theory," 
Esquire. December. 1966) and because 
there it no evidence of a sudden accel- 
erition of the car and on the assump- 
tion that a neuromuscular reaction can 
be ruled out as the cause for Presidem 
Kennedy’s sudden violent backward 
motion. Dr. Riddk believes that the 
projectile must have come from in 
front of tbe PresldenL His compute- 
dons add weight to Vincent Salandria's 
"Head Movernem Theory." 

Drawback: Are Newton's laws sound 
If they contradict the Warren Com- 




11. DOUBLE HEAD-SHOT 
THEORY 

Propooeati: Professor Joaiah Thomp- 
son, Jr. and Ray Marcus, independently. 
Tbesk: The "lUrd" shot, which caused 
Kennedy's fatal bead wound, was ac- 
tually two nearly simultaneous shots, 
one coming from the rear and another 
from the right front 
This theory takes Vincent Salan- 
dria’s "Head Movement Theory" and 
Riddle's computatioos one step further. 
In a foitbcomiog book. Thompson 
UMS preciM •dentillc studies mode of 
the Zapruder film frames and dote 
aiuUysis of the medical evidence to 
show that the damage eras inflicted by 
two bullets, not one. Also, he dlea ear- 
and eyesritness reports srhich back up 
his claim that tbe third shot sras really 




a third and a fourth. 







12. MARK LANE’S FRENCH 
FIVE-SHOT THEORY 

PropoMot: Mark Lane. 

Tbesi*: In (be French edition of his 
Rush to Jmtgmmt, Lane first proposed 
a theory which was later appended to 
bis paperback edition of Rush to Judg. 
mtnt. In his original Freoeb verskm 
bultel "unt” strikes President Kennedy 
from the back. Bullet "dtux" strikes 
Kennedy in the throat. BoUet "tTmt" 
bits Governor Connally. Boilet 
'’quanr misses and woonds the by- 
stander James Tagua, And buJIet “cinq" 
fired from the grassy knoll hits Ken- 
nedy in the head. Since one shot came 
from behind the President (bullet No. 
IJ. one shot came from in front of 
the President I bullet No. 2)~be was 
facing rtralght ahead srhen hit in the 
throat— and one shot (bullet No. 5) 
came from ibe right (the knoll), there 
muat have been at least “troU’ assas- 
sins firing from different directions. 
DrawlMda: If a bullet bit President 
Kennedy from hi frooL as Lane sug- 
gests. where did it go? There are no 
exit wounds that could account for a 
bullet entering through the throat. 
Then too. if the bullet entered the head 
from the rear, as the autopsy shows, it 
could not have entered from the right 
from, as Lane claims. 

13, DAL-TEX THEORY 

Prop oa eat; Harold Weisberg (White- 
wash tend). 

Thesis Some of the shots may have 
come from the Dal-Tex Building tcrom 
the street from the Teaaa School Book 
Deponiory, In Whitened II. a sequel 
to his* first hook. Weisberg enlarges an 
A.P. photo of the motorcade (A and 



Enlargement o/ a window (n the Dal- 
Tex Building Megedh thawing a man 
on the fire escape (arrow) and a gun 
protruding from the window (ctrclel 
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B) and datms to see "a man in seem- 
ing distress" on a fire escape (arrow) 
on the tide of the Dal-Tex Building 
and “an arm-like obfcct projecting from 
the open second-floor window" (circle). 

This theory receives some corrobo- 
ration from a photograph that appeared 
in The Saturday Evening Post on De- 
cember 14. 1963 (C). h purportedly 
showed the assassin's line of sight 
through the croas hairs of a telescopic 
Icna. What the Post did not notice ia 
that the comer of the Texas School 
Book Depository h visible in the right 
edge of the photo. Their photogrardier 
was shootipg from the Dal-Tex Build- 
ing. not having been able to gain 
eninince into the Depository. And 
strangely enough, according to Weis- 
berg, the established bullet trajectories 
still bear om. 

A tantalizing note adds mtrigue to 
the theory; a man was arrested in the 
Dal-Tex Building shortly after the at- 
sasiinaiion. allegedly for having no 
bttsineu being there. 

14. THE 24 FRAMES-PER- 
SECONO THEORY 

Propotnti Harold Webberg. 

Tbeiist The Commission's coiKlusion 
that all three shota were fired in S.6 
seconds is based on the assumption 
that Abraham Zapnider’s camera was 
operating at a speed of 18.3 frames per 
second. The 103 frames that elapsed 
between frame 210 Itbc earliest point 
the Commission says the first shot 
could have been fired) and frame 313 
(the point at which the third shot 
struck Kennedy's head ). divided by the 
speed of the camera (18.3 frames per 
second), yields the 5.6-seconds lime 
that the aua.ssin had to fire in. Weis- 
berg has found, however, an F.B.I. re- 
port in the National Archives in which 
Abe Zapnider claimed that his camera 
was set to operate at twenty-four 
frames per second, not 18.3. T)us would 
mean that the entire assassination oc- 
curred in less than 4.3 seconds ( 103 
frames divided by 24). which is less 
lime than the murder weapon could be 
fired twice. 

Drawback: The FJ.I. established the 
film speed of the camera by filming 
the sweep second hand of a clock, and 
the camera's manufacturer recently 
confirmed that the camera speed was 
less than a tenth of a frame per seexmd 
from the figure reported by the F.B.I. 

15. INDUCED CANCER 
THEORY 

ifraponcBts: Jack Ruby. .Mark Lane. 
Penn Jones. Jr.. Norman Mailer, and 
an unidentified Russian newspaper. 
Thesis That Jack Ruby's death was 
planned and brought about by mem- 
bers of a conspiracy whose prior 
business had Keen tJic murders of Presi- 
dent Kennedy. Patrolman I. D. Tippit 
and. possibly, Lee Harvey Oswald. 

According to an Associated Press 
story by Bernard Oavzer (dalelined 
Dallas. January 3. 1967). Ruby bad 
expressed the belief that mustard gas 
had been seeped into bis cell and that 
he was injected whh cancer. 

The Dallas Timet Herald states in 
an editorial that “the Communist Rus- 
sian prea“ has accused the city of 
Dallas of being “ ‘Co-Compirators’ 
who . . . might have deliberately in- 






jeeted cancer cells into the veins of 
Ruby," This theory might in turn stem 
from such statements as the one uttered 
by Mark Lane after a screening of hh 
movie. Rush to Judgment. Before a 
celebrity-packed audience he mused. 
“Isn't it strange that Ruby's snifTles 
went from a cold to pneumonia to 
cancer in twenty-four hours.” 

Ditto Peon Jones, whose assasina- 
tion-coQoected death count is now at 
twenty (before Ruby: the motorcycle 
death of James Worrell, who allegrilv 
saw somebody run out of the back 
door of the Texas School Book Depott- 
lory) Jones, of course, finds Ruby's 
death “Very tuapidous." 

In a rambling, emotional obituary 
entitled A Requiem foe the Rube, Nor- 
man Mailer offers his own interpreta- 
tion of Ruby’s death and the signifi- 
cance thereof. “Jack Ruby added a 
point to the general median cancer 
potemia) for cancer by bugging the 
hope we could find one answer via 
Lee Harvey Oswald. In turn. us. Great 
American Pore Breed Public, in for 
feed, gave him his cans back. He died 
of cancer this morning, told us the way. 
We do not know the cure, bm son. 
now we know the way. We know how 
to give cancer now. 

16. TWO-MEN 
THEORY 

PropoBcnl: Mrs. Erk Walilier. 

Thesis: A few weeks after tlie assas- 
sination, Mrs. Walther stated in an 
F.B.I. report that she saw a rifleman 
in one window of the Texas School 
Book Depository, and next to the man 
with the rifle was another man in a 
brown suit coat. Mrs. Wahher was un- 
able to see whether or not the second 
man had a rifle. A second rifleman of 
course would explain how Governor 
Connally and President Kennedy both 
were hit less than two seconds apart 
The Commission never evaluated Mrs. 
WaHber*s sutement. 

Drawback: The window next to Os- 
wald's was closed during the aasassi- 
nalion. 

Retort: The second man may only 
have been a lookout 

17. DOCTORED PHOTO- 
GRAPH THEORY 

Propoaeats: .Mark Lane. Harold Weit- 
berg. David Lifton. et al. 

Thcsisi The photographs showing Os- 
wald with the Kennedy and Tippit 
murder weapons are clever paste-ups 
of Oswald's head on another man's 
body. 

When the Dallas police found the 
two photographs they were certain 
they bad positive evidence Unking Os- 
wald with the weapons. Ufe magazine 
ran one of the pictures on its cover. 
Newsweek and The New York Times 
aho printed the pkture. 

Confusion reigned shortly. Careful 
obaerven had noticed that all three 
publications had retouched the rifle 
and the pistol, but each did it in dif- 
ferent ways. Their editors were forced 
to write humiliating letters to the War- 
ren Commission admitting their alter- 
atiom. but in essence none had falsiflcd 
the photographs. Those accusationt 
were to come later. 

Mark Lane and Harold Wetsherg 
noticed that the shadow under Os- 



wald's nose seemed to be inconsistent 
with the uther shadows in the picture. 
Both the F.B.I. and the Dallas poUce 
rusited to prove such a photograph 
was pouible. but only succeeding in 
adding a touch of Dogberry humor. 
The Dallas police shot a picture of a 
piaindothesman on Ibe scene, but on 
a cloudy day. The F.B.I. posed an 
agent on a roof in bright sunlight, but 
the photograph they sent to the Com- 
mission had the head cut off. 




Dallas Police 



FJJJ, 



18. FALSE KNOLL THEORY 
Prapoacot: David Lifton. a UXILA. 
engineering graduate student and co- 
author of the ihrce-aaiasains artkie in 
Ramparts which introduced Riddle's 
■nalyiit. (See No. 1 1.) 

Tbcsic On the day of the assassma- 
tkm. three types of camouflage were 
employed by coospirators positioned 
beneath, on, and above the grassy 
knoll. Lifton reached this hypothesis 
after minute study of photographs of 
the area during and after the aasasai- 
nation. It answers the question why, de- 
spite the frMri that eyewitness reports 
and the Head Movement Theory indi- 
cate shots came from the grassy knoll, 
nothing at all was found tltere inunedi- 
alely afterward. 

Underground camouflage ; Lifton 
suggests that prior to the assassination, 
the grassy knoll was excavated from 
beneath and a system of tunnels and 
bunkers was built into iL Peepholes 
covered by grass-mesh camouflage 
were placed on the sloping surface of 
the knoll. Lifton claims to detect such 
meshing in greatly-enlarged photos of 
the knolL Subterranean nooks would 
explain the statement of witness Gar- 
land Slack; "I have heard this same 
tori of sound when a shot has come 
from within a cave. . . Lifton goes 
further to suggest that the puff of 
smoke seen by some peopk on the 
grassy knoll may have been Ihe ex- 
haust from a gas engine incorporated 
within the camouflage mechanization. 
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Suffice ounaoflife; Lifton fhnb 
ftlieratioos ('^iies*’) in (be will lod 
(he hedgerow on the gmiy knoll, net- 
ting in the buibes sod bim imiges of 
heidA. Borrowing mppoit from Deputy 
Constable Wdtzman who ran towmrd 
the will and who ukL *1 scaled the 
wall and, apparently, my hands 
grabbed steam pipes. I boroed them.** 
Ufton points oot that there are no 
smm pipes atop the wall. This might, 
he says, be an indkstioo that ihinp 
may have been altered for that day. 
Weirzman also says a witness told him 
that be saw somebody throw somclhinf 
through a bush. 

Elevated carooofiage: Because a 
compariaon of cerTain photographs 
taken during the asiassinatiaii with 
others Liken afterward indicates that 
some tree structures hsd been sitered 
on ibe knoll, and because he tecs im- 
ages up in the tica in aamadnation 
photos. Li (ton belicvea there was some 
caiTKMiflage in the trees. Eyewitnesses 
S. M. HoUand. Auatin Miller and 
Frank Reilly all sUte that shots 
seemed to have come out of the trees. 
Drawback: As even Lifton admits, the 
photo enlargements are of extremdy 
grainy quality (ttiey could not be re- 
produced property here) and interpre- 
tatk>« of them are questionable at 
best. 

19. BLUNDERBUSS THEORY 
PropoaratK Mark Larw and Harold 
Wehberg. 

Thesis At least five witnenes saw a 
puff of smoke rise from the grassy 
knoll during Qm itaas tn a tio n. Com- 
mtsaion lawyers didn't investigate be- 
cause they believed no modem weapon 
would emit puffs of smoke confbrming 
to the witoesws* descn'ptiona, (Some 
of the witnesses, when queried, guessed 
the smoke came from a motorcycle or 
steam pipe.) 

Since Coounission tawyen were 
wQlitig to accept the fact that Oswald 
used **an antiquated rifle and twenty- 
year-old ammuoitiaa,** aa Mark Lane 
frequently points out on TV, why pre- 
clude the possibility that the second 
asHtiin used even a more anliqualed 
weapon? 

20, MAKING OF THE 
PRESIDENT 

Proponent: Vincent Saiandria, a Phfl- 
adelphta lawyer. 

Theiir Mr. Saiandria ftodi a curious 
passage in Theodora R White'i The 
Mating of tha FruUmt, 1964. "On 
the flight [back to Washington sboard 
Air Force One] the party learned 
that there was no oonspincy: learned 
of the identity of Oswald and hit 
arresL" 

Saiandria posits that this anoounoe- 
nwnt was deliberately misleading and 
may have been the firit sign of a con- 
spiracy ODvrr-op. Thh ibeory. obvi- 
ously. would hava to implicate strategi- 
cally powerful individuaU. 

The argmnani b aa follows; John- 
•nnh party landad in Washington at 
4:51 pjti. Dallas time. But at ihb 
point. Ossraid bad not been charged 
with the asaaasination. He had not yet 
been identified by any eyewitnesaea in 
the Tippit killing, much lesa the assas- 
sination. The rifle found in the De- 
poeitory had oot yet been traced. The 



photographs of Oswald holdiog a rifle 
and wea^g a revolver in his bolster 
were not discovered until the next 
afternoon. No fingerprints were uken 
from him for comperison purponss 
until sometime after six pjo. The flber 
on the rifle was not examined until 
Saturday morning. The brows^paper 
bag had not been linked to biiiu 
Marina Osfwald had oot yet been ques- 
tioned. In shod, ncoe of the evidence 
itemized in the table of contents of The 
Warren Report under Chapter TV. 
The Assassin." was known to the Osl- 
ias police at the time. 

As to the statement that there was 
"no coospiracy.” Saiandria believes 
that the announcemerti was suspicious- 
ly pronature. At 4:5S p.m. it was 
understood that the tbota had come 
from the front, yet the suspect Oswald 
was pontiooed behind the President. 
District Attorney Henry M- Wade loW 
the Warren Coatmimkm that diacui- 
sitms relating to a conspiracy charge 
were carried on by telephone between 
his ofike and Washington until late that 
night As far aa Wade could remember, 
tbew inciuded calls from the White 
House, the F.B.I. and the State Depart- 
meot. The general drift of the calls 
leemed to be to discourage any coo- 
•piracy charge. Saiandria finds this dis- 
turbing. 

During Como uaa ion hearinga. Con- 
gressman Oerakf Ford told Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk that a comment 
he made r/ie day efUr the asnssina- 
tioa indicating that no foreign power 
was involved seemed a bit hasty. Sak) 
Ford, *Tou really didn't hare much 
time to evahutt all of the evidence." 
Ford was concerned sbout who in (he 
State Department might have mstde 
teletdione calls to Texas urging that no 
charga of conspiracy be alleged. 
Drawback: As yet the precise text of 
the aonoutKcmeat on tte plane is not 
known, nor is its origin. Theodore 
White refum to oomment except to 
say that the plane was in constant 
touch with the WhiU Houk, and mes- 
sages were relayed throu^ a Sigiul 
Corps center in the Mtdsrest. But the 
announcement may have been based, 
innocently, on the lack of any indica- 
tion that there was a conspiracy afoot. 

21. THE l-MURDER THEORY 

Pragooent: Malcolm Muggeridge. 
Thseia: According to this theory, Os- 
wald "kills Kennedy for Intelligence's 
own sake; the perfect I-murder." Pre- 
sume that Osw^ was at least a double 
agent, recruited first by Soviet Intelli- 
gence during his stay in Minsk, then 
turned around bylhe F.B.L.and linalty 
reduced to a condition of bemusedneas 
and loet identity which led him. in a 
trance-tike state, to murder the Presi- 
dent, as van der Lubbe, in a simflariy 
trance-like state, set fire to the Reicht- 
tag." 

HIs shooting at Walker, Pro- and 
Anti-Cuban acdvitict, etc. were aO 
ikme M • cower, in the hope he would 
lead the P.B.I. to the Soviet contact. 
Thia bizarre ganw caused Oswald to 
losa touch with reality, and, oot know- 
ing who be was working for or why, be 
shot Kermody. To avoid undue em- 
barraannent. he bad to be shot, and 
lack Ruby was wanding by. 



22. THE SUGAR THEORY 
Proponent: J. L Rodaie. editor of Fre- 
vtiuion and Organic Gardening and 
Farming. 

Thesb: Oswald was seen minutes after 
the assauioation with a Coke bottle in 
bit hand. This fact leads bealtb-cru- 
sader J. L Rodaie to suggest "Oswald 
was not responsible for thb action: his 
brain was confused because be was a 
sugar drunkard. So what it called for 
now is a full-scale investigatioa of 
sugar consumption and crime." 




Th« Curb Exchange. Jamea Tague. 
who was standing on the curb along 
the south ride of Main Street near the 
overpass, was struck sharply on the 
cheek at the time of the shooting. Police 
ofllcera investigated immediately and 
said they found a "fresh chip in the 
curb" near where he was standing. A 
photograph was taken of the chip in 
the curb the next morning (photo A). 

Eight months later Duly. 1964) the 
photographer and two F.B.I. men re- 
turned to the she to make measure- 
ments, bat could not find the chip. The 
P.B.I. men hypothesised that in the 
Interim "there [had] been numerous 
rains that could have possibly washed 
away such a mark and also ... the 
area is cleaned by a street-cleaning 
machine about once a week, which 
would alto wash away such a mark." A 
month after that. I. Edgar Hoover 
wrote the Commitsioa that the F.B.I. 
had cut out the section of curb witii the 
mark fa photo of which he etudoeed. 
R). and that Indeed the mark was the 
same as that in the original photograpb! 

Thb intemal F.B.I. corttradiction 
was discovered by Raymond Marcus, 
who also claims that the curb cut^ 
doea't have any mark at aH km 



23. THE WASHING-MACHINE 
THEORY 

PropoMSt: George de Mohrenschildt. 
Tbesin Marina Oswald, on the avc of 
the aasaaatnation. told her hnsband 
that they couldn't live together "unlea 
he would equip the apartment with a 
waabing machine." Thu demand 
caused a bitter argument which evoked 
in Oswald "the wbh to strike and hurl 
someone." 

Drawback: According to (he Warren 
Commbsion. Oswald had the materials 
for making the paper bag for hb rifle 
before he visited with hb wife. Any- 




how. as The Warren Report notes, they 
had lived near a lanndromaL 

24. KENNEDY UVES THEORY 
PmaponeaO George Thomson, a Los 
Angeles swimming-pool engineer and 
writer. 

Thesis: Tbomsoo, in monographs and 
tapes which have been underground 
best sellers (reportedly 42,000 sold to 
dale), advances the theory that Tippit 
was substituted for Kennedy in the 
Presidential limoustoe. and conse- 
quently it was Tippit not Kennedy who 
was shot (Kennedy, years after, was 
the secret guest at honor at Truman 
Capote's celebrated party.) Thb ea- 
plaim the illegal removal of Kennedy's 
body from Dallas by hb cIom cobortv 
the rabsing X-ray and autopsy photo- 
graphs, and fub^uent confusion in 
reporting medical facta. The Kenoedy 
controversy, for Thomson, revolve# 
sround the question of where Kennedy 
b today. 

25. THE "WHAT HAVE WE 
HERE!" THEORY 

Proposscssti T. N. Tastmona. 

TheslE In a privately-printed 200-page 
votume called It h As If: ($20), Mr. 
Tastmona ("American born of Amer- 
ican-born parents") scrutinizes the de- 
(aila of the aasasainatioo and the text 
of The Warren Report, finding bizarre 
parallels with the life of Benjamin 
Fraidclin. Sherlock Holmes, Mormon 
doctrine and American history. One 
sample, among many, b cited here as 
an extreme example of assassination 
theorizing: 

to the Chronology fodex of The 
Autobiography of Benfamin Franklin. 
Tastmona finds mention of Arthur Lee. 
an American commissioner accom- 
panying Franklin to Prance. Three 
pages later be finds a reference to 
Richard Oswald, (Thief British nego- 
tiator. The names Tee* and *OswaId* 
sounded a responsive chord. Lee Os- 
w«M/— assassin of President Kennedy. 
Could some sort of historic parallel 
be coming to light? (Tould a Harvey be 
involved in these diplonutk deab?" 
Sure enough, on the next page of the 
Franklin autobiography Tastmona 
finds David Hartley, a British envoy. 
"Hartley!— a dose approximalion of 
•Harvey 

"'Hartky* differs from *Harvey* by 
two letters. Perceive a coropoaite form 
-Har TLV cy. What have we here! 
TLV equals a better abbreviation for 
Idevitian* than even plain TV. Lee 
Oswald was diot by Jack Roby in full 
view of a naiional television audience. 
. . . It b aa if thb television crime had 
somehow been arranged to expound 
the disparity existiog between the 
names Hartley and Harvey." Tastmona 
goes on to reveal that David Hanley 
was really David Hartley Junior, or Ir., 
and "it was Jack Ruby with initials 
I. R. who by thb brutal system of crim- 
inal cryptology painstakingly identified 
the Hartley of scholarly historical allu- 
ston to be J. R. or Junior. 

"While in Russia, Lee Oswald kept 
what he called a 'Hinork Diary.’ He 
affected interest in hb place in history. 
Thb attitude must be coosidered as 
pan of a pre-httfructed doe system, 
hinting the historical paralleb just ad- 
duced." 
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